
 
 

Call for Abstracts 

The ‘Call for Abstracts’ for the Transportation 2020 Conference is now open. 

Conference Overview  

Transportation 2020 is New Zealand's premier forum for the transportation and public space design, 

integrated planning, road safety and traffic engineering community.  The Conference is intended to 

stimulate debate and provide problem-solving and thought-leadership amongst peers both within 

the transportation sector and related professions. The conference has been running for more than 

40 years and is hosted annually throughout different regions in New Zealand.   

In March next year the conference returns to Ōtautahi, Christchurch.  A city, which through the post-

earthquake rebuild and with community influence is being reshaped, resulting in a beautiful and 

vibrant city for its people.  The Conference promises to be bigger and bolder than ever with a diverse 

range of thought-provoking presentations and discussions amongst industry professionals, and 

political and technological leaders. 

The 2020 conference will also present a unique opportunity to influence, network and share ideas 

across our diverse and wide-ranging transport sector, and with others aligned and involved in our 

sector outcomes.  

Theme: Equity in Transportation  

The topic for this year’s conference is “Equity in Transportation”, and we’ll be unpicking what that 

really means for our transportation system and the profession as a whole.  

We’re nearly a quarter of the way into the 21st century and the delivery and promise of safe, well-

connected and multi-modal transportation networks that recognise the significant environmental 

impacts of transportation, has led to a shift in thinking about mobility. Socioeconomic, technological 

and cultural shifts are leading New Zealanders to look for transport solutions that are healthier, 

safer, and smarter.  

Increasingly we recognise that we can’t achieve this working within the transportation sector alone.  

To be effective, we need to look to others, to have the difficult conversations, to reflect on places as 

far more integrated systems than perhaps we have considered them in the past.  



 
 
People are sharing mobility options and are seeking more from transport than just the A to B.  As we 

are encouraged to have a customer focus, do we have a firm grasp of who our “customers” are and 

what they want?  Transportation is often guilty of looking through a narrow lens, meeting the needs 

of only some of our population.  There is a growing awareness that transportation planning, design 

and operation must consider the diversity of needs and abilities across gender, age, ethnicity, socio-

economic status and physical/cognitive impairments.  

Creating liveable and vibrant cities requires high quality public spaces to be an essential component 

of the urban fabric for economic and environmental benefits, in addition to social and cultural 

inclusion, and healthy active and productive communities. How do we make sure that shifts in the 

future of transportation do not come at the expense of our environment, the quality of public space, 

equity and customer needs? 

Allowing for more people to move around city streets without compromising public space means 

reclaiming space for walking, bicycling, micro-mobility and high-capacity public transport.  Promoting 

the smart use of street space and unlocking the potential of the kerbside is needed to manage all 

modes and ensure streets are safer and inclusive.  

The 2020 Conference will examine equity in transport and will look at ways we can respond through 

a programme filled with original presentations and lively debates. Join us and help lead the 

conversation by submitting your abstract today. 

Abstract Categories  

All papers should be broadly aligned with the conference theme: Equity in Transportation. Any 

research, policy, planning, engineering or construction topic related to transport may be suitable for 

the conference and all abstracts received will be considered. Delegates may wish to write an 

abstract covering one or more of the following topics: 

• Shaping choices 

Leadership, governance, partnerships and collaboration, funding and delivery, pricing, social 

equity and access to transport, impact of new modes and transportation services, regulation. 

• Thriving communities 

Co-ordinated land-use and transport for liveable and sustainable places. Safety, climate 

change, health and wellbeing, placemaking and social inclusion, all ages and abilities, 

customer focus and engagement.  

• Design 



 
 

Urban design, access for all, system and network design, street space allocation, slow spaces. 

• Opportunities 

New and shared mobility, first and last mile options for people and goods, Technology, Data, 

Diversity, Parking and kerbside policy, integrated ticketing, exploring the unknown, combining 

short- and long-term planning. 

How to Participate 

Delegates who wish to present at the conference should submit a short (300 words max) abstract 

submission by 30 August 2019.  These will be reviewed for consistency with the conference theme 

Equity in Transportation.   

This year we are welcoming four different types of paper types detailed below:  

• Research Paper  

• Practice Paper 

• Think Piece Paper 

• Abstract Only  

The programme committee reserves the right to reassign papers as Research, Practice or Think 

Pieces after their initial review. 

Research Paper 

Research papers are defined by the use of recognised research methods to address a gap in 

understanding; to summarise or review literature on a given topic; or to propose a new way of 

working based on sound and referenced rationale. They typically build on existing literature and 

have methods, results, conclusions and a discussion of the implications of the research for New 

Zealand transport practice. Research papers will each be formally peer-reviewed by two New 

Zealand transport professionals. 

The typical length for this paper is 4 - 12 pages (but not exceeding 12 pages). 

  



 
 

Practice Paper 

Practice papers are defined as applications of industry best-practice. They may be a summary of a 

project report, or an example of how a new or existing process has been applied in practice. 

Typically, these papers will not have a 'research methods' section but will present the project 

context and learnings, as well as implications for similar work. For practice papers, formal peer 

review is optional.  However, only peer-reviewed papers will be eligible for paper awards.  

Reference to other viewpoints is strongly encouraged in these papers. All papers will be assessed to 

ensure that they are suitable for publication. 

The typical length for this paper is 4 - 12 pages (but not exceeding 12 pages). 

Think Piece Paper 

Think Piece papers are defined as written examples and presentation of key concepts that provoke 

ideas and discussion.  Typically, these papers will not have a 'research methods' section but will 

present opinion, be reflective, offer perspective and could introduce interesting ideas for further 

exploration.  For Think Piece papers, formal peer review is optional.  However, only peer-reviewed 

papers will be eligible for paper awards.  All papers will be assessed to ensure that they are suitable 

for publication. 

The typical length for this paper is 4-12 pages (but not exceeding 12 pages). 

Abstract Only 

Abstract Only authors do not need to submit a paper and therefore will not qualify for any paper 

awards.  

You will however be eligible for the ‘Best Abstract Presentation’ Award decided by the Programme 

Committee, in addition to the "People's Choice" awards decided by delegate votes. 

Presentation Session Formats 

Authors that intend to submit a Research, Practice, Think Piece or Abstract Only are asked to 

indicate their preferred presentation format.  The final presentation format will however be at the 

discretion of the programme committee. Presenters will be notified of their presentation format 

well in advance. 



 
 

Oral Sessions (All Papers & Abstract Only)  

This will be a conventional lectern presentation to the general assembly of delegates during one of 

the conference sessions.   The expected presentation times will be followed by question time. 

There will be an emphasis on generating healthy discussion and debate. Presenters will be 

encouraged to lead this discussion by highlighting key issues during their presentations and prepare 

topics for debate e.g. next steps. 

Presentations should have good structure with a clear message and the key points outlined in the 

introduction. Something unique or engaging in the presentation will make the delivery memorable 

and hold the attention of the audience. 

 

Interactive Poster Sessions (All Papers & Abstract Only) 

This session provides for an interactive discussion through a two-stage presentation including a short 

2-minute pitch followed by a time for the audience to interact with the presenter. Up to two slides 

to summarise your work may be displayed during your presentation.  

 

Presenters are encouraged to add to their discussion following the quick pitch, by incorporating 

tools, audio, visual and tactile aids (if using VR or technological aids, please indicate this in the 

presentation portal when loading your abstract. At this stage, the conference is unable to provide 

these). Presenters must be available beside each display to provide details and answer questions. 

 

Learning Cafe (All Papers & Abstract Only) 
Presenter shares ideas or poses questions to a small group sitting at a table with them. Every 15 

minutes, attendees switch tables, and the presentation starts again with a new group at the table. 

The typical length for the session is 60 minutes (attendees can go to 4 presentations).  Generally, 5-

10 people at the table.  The initial presentation is 5 minutes long with 10 mins being allowed for 

Q&A and discussion.  

 

Soapbox (All Papers & Abstract Only) 

This format allows the presenter 8 minutes to have their ideas heard.  This format will work well for 

Think Piece papers and Abstract Only submissions. 

 

Challenging views are encouraged and could also include the sharing of any projects that are likely to 

be of interest to the audience. Q&A will follow at the end of the session. 



 
 
 

Other Session Formats 
 

The following session formats will also be part of the conference programme. The programme 

committee are approaching individuals for these sessions, however if you have an extremely 

innovative idea/project that you would like to share, please email Harding Conferences with a brief 

overview for consideration by the programme committee. 

 

Plenary Sessions and Debate 

Invited speakers will deliver oral presentations (often using PowerPoint) with Q&A at the end of 

each session.   Some sessions will also incorporate a debate, where participants are polled to 

measure opinion before and after the debate. 

 

Technical Tours  
During the Conference there will be at least two Technical tours for attendees to participate in.  The 

Technical Tours will be confirmed closer to the Conference date. 

Awards  

The following awards are made by a panel of judges for peer-reviewed papers. The awards are 

focused on the technical content of the papers and are irrespective of the presentation format.  The 

awards are:  

• The prestigious NZ Automobile Association award for the Best Conference Paper (Research or 

Practice) 

• Best Practice Paper 

• Best Research Paper 

• Best Conference Paper 

• Best Think Piece Paper 

• Best Young Author (solo author only, aged under 30 years as at 1 March 2020) 

• Best Student Paper (solo author, studying full-time at a tertiary institution as at 1 January 

2020) 

• Conference Paper that most aligns with the theme  

  



 
 
The following award is available to Abstract Only submissions: 

• Best Abstract Presentation 

In addition, the following “People’s Choice” awards are decided by delegate votes: 

• People’s Choice Award – Interactive 

• People’s Choice Award - Soapbox 

• People’s Choice - Learning Cafe 

• People’s Choice Award – Presentation 

Abstract Submissions  

Abstract submissions, regardless of presentation session type are to be submitted in the form of a 

synopsis up to a maximum 300 words. The application form can be found on the call for abstracts 

page of the website https://www.tgconference.co.nz/call-for-abstracts 

Please ensure that you have obtained the necessary approvals from employers, clients or other 

relevant parties for the material being presented before offering an abstract. All presenters are 

also expected to register to attend the conference. Registration rates can be viewed on the 

conference website. 

Review of Submissions 

Submissions will be reviewed for consistency with conference theme and focus. Preference will be 

given to those submissions that link in with the conference theme of Equity in Transportation. 

Priority will be also be given to submissions that encourage discussion over those that simply supply 

information. The programme committee will look for high quality, relevance to New Zealand, current 

topicality, and those that add to the knowledge base of attendees. Overtly commercial submissions 

(e.g. product or service marketing) will not be considered for the conference. 

Submitters must indicate a preference for an Oral, Interactive, Learning Café or Soap Box 

presentation. However, the final presentation decision will be with the programme committee, who 

will determine the most appropriate forum for the topic. 

Following review, the programme committee will advise authors if their proposed submission is 

accepted or not.  

https://www.tgconference.co.nz/call-for-abstracts
https://www.tgconference.co.nz/call-for-abstracts


 
 
Guidelines will be provided on how to prepare final papers, as well as how to present in your 

selected format. Papers must be submitted in advance to allow for peer review and an opportunity 

for any minor revisions (see key dates below).  

Final presentations and any required interactive material must be brought with you to the 

conference. The conference media facilities the organisers will provide if required include poster 

display boards (for Interactive sessions), PowerPoint presentation and digital video/audio playback. 

For Oral presentations, we will also require a draft of your PowerPoint presentation to be sent 

prior to conference for revision by the programme committee for formatting (not content). 

The programme committee plans to publish the papers and presentations electronically. 

Key Dates 

Action Final Date 

Close off date for submitting abstracts 30 August 2019  

Notify successful authors 20 September 2019  

Papers written and submitted for peer review 1 November 2019  

Peer review comments returned to authors 13 December 2019  

Revised papers (if required) received 14 February 2020  

Conference 10-13 March 2020 

 


