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This paper will detail the: 
• Process for delivering the the Canada Street Bridge project under significant time-constraints,  
• Design challenges of the project; and 
• Monitoring of usage of the new link- who's using it, why and whether the link has created a commuter 
mode shift? 
 
Project significance: 
The Nelson Street Off-Ramp had stood unused for 10 years when NZTA decided to utilise it as part of Auckland’s 
growing cycling network. The new Canada Street Bridge follows a trend turning reduntant transport infrastructure 
into great urban and active transport spaces (seen also in the Highline in New York and 606 in Chicago amongst 
others). Unlike these projects however, it is unique in how quickly it has been designed and delivered. In October 
2014 GHD was contracted to undertake design and construction of the project with partners Novare and architects 
Monk McKenzie doing the bridge design. What would have usually been a 2 year project to design and 
retrofit/build the structure was condensed into 1 year – and will be delivered by end of October 2015, prompting 
Cycle Action Auckland to say the follow about the project: 
“From conception to delivery in barely a year?! Unheard of! Success has many fathers, and necessity is the 
mother of you-know-what, and after a close-up view of what’s happening, I reckon we will all be delighted to lay 
claim to this baby.”    
The fast delivery of the project involved high levels of collaboration and trust between all project partners to 
deliver what will be a beautiful new urban space and active transport link for the people of Auckland.  
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