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Overview of presentation (300 word maximum) 
Include details of topic scope, key findings, and any issues for discussion or further investigation 
Contra-flow cycleways allow people to cycle on one-way streets in the opposing direction. This can be achieved by 
means of physical separation or signs and markings alone. These treatments help to provide improved network 
connectivity for cycling (relative to motor vehicles), either for existing one-way streets or those planned to be made 
one-way. While they are common overseas (particularly in Europe), contra-flow cycleways are still rather unknown 
in New Zealand, with little design guidance available and few practical examples. 
Auckland Transport commissioned ViaStrada to investigate some options for providing contra-flow cycling on three 
suburban one-way streets, as well as reviewing the design for another central city contra-flow route. In the 
absence of current guidance and examples in New Zealand, a “first principles” approach was taken to consider all 
possible ways to provide for contra-flow cycling on the streets in question. These options included variations on 
the use of roadway, pathway, separators, signs, markings and end treatments, as well as considering the 
presence or otherwise of car parking and street vegetation. The investigations also took into consideration 
appropriate traffic volumes, traffic speeds and road widths. 
This paper outlines the process undertaken to develop and assess contra-flow cycling options for Auckland. The 
advantages and disadvantages of the various options considered will be discussed, as well as relevant aspects of 
current transport legislation. Design features at side roads and accessways also need to be considered. It is likely 
that a “softly softly” approach will be needed to introduce contra-flow cycling to the general NZ population; for 
example, using more delineated treatments options first rather than completely integrated ones. These case 
studies can provide a template for others considering contra-flow cycle provision on their networks. 
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