
 
 

 
 

Oral Sessions (All Papers & Abstract Only)  

This will be a conventional lectern presentation to the general assembly of delegates during one of 

the conference sessions.   The expected presentation times will be followed by question time. 

There will be an emphasis on generating healthy discussion and debate. Presenters will be 

encouraged to lead this discussion by highlighting key issues during their presentations and prepare 

topics for debate e.g. next steps. 

Presentations should have good structure with a clear message and the key points outlined in the 

introduction. Something unique or engaging in the presentation will make the delivery memorable 

and hold the attention of the audience. 

 

Interactive Poster Sessions (All Papers & Abstract Only) 

This session provides for an interactive discussion through a two-stage presentation including a short 

2-minute pitch followed by a time for the audience to interact with the presenter. Up to two slides 

to summarise your work may be displayed during your presentation.  

 

Presenters are encouraged to add to their discussion following the quick pitch, by incorporating 

tools, audio, visual and tactile aids (if using VR or technological aids, please indicate this in the 

presentation portal when loading your abstract. At this stage, the conference is unable to provide 

these). Presenters must be available beside each display to provide details and answer questions. 

 

The Learning Cafe (All Papers & Abstract Only) 
Presenter shares ideas or poses questions to a small group sitting at a table with them. Every 15 

minutes, attendees switch tables, and the presentation starts again with a new group at the table. 

The typical length for the session is 60 minutes (attendees can go to 4 presentations).  Generally, 5-

10 people at the table.  The initial presentation is 5 minutes long with 10 mins being allowed for 

Q&A and discussion.  

 

Soapbox (All Papers & Abstract Only) 

This format allows the presenter 8 minutes to have their ideas heard.  This format will work well for 

Think Piece papers and Abstract Only submissions. 

 

Challenging views are encouraged and could also include the sharing of any projects that are likely to 

be of interest to the audience. Q&A will follow at the end of the session. 

 



 
 

 
 

Other Session Formats 
 

The following session formats will also be part of the conference programme. The programme 

committee are approaching individuals for these sessions, however if you have an extremely 

innovative idea/project that you would like to share, please email Harding Conferences with a brief 

overview for consideration by the programme committee. 

 

Plenary Sessions and Debate 

Invited speakers will deliver oral presentations (often using PowerPoint) with Q&A at the end of 

each session.   Some sessions will also incorporate a debate, where participants are polled to 

measure opinion before and after the debate. 

 


