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Overview of presentation (300 word maximum) 
Include details of topic scope, key findings, and any issues for discussion or further investigation 
A lot of effort has been put into the application of Self Explaining Rural Roads (SERR), with mixed results, and 
often with questions on the implementation.  Many elements in the implementation of the SERR approach 
incorporate the identification, application and evaluation of new and innovative practices, along with a refinement 
of existing practice. 
Auckland Transport has undertaken a pilot for SERR as a Sustainable Safety Demonstration Project in the 
Clevedon area to enhance the principles of SERR.  The project developed and implemented a case study that will 
inform future SERR projects across New Zealand with the specific outcome being a reduction in road trauma and 
greater road user satisfaction. 
Safer speed area demonstration projects such as the SERR are encouraged under the government’s Safer 
Journeys Road Safety Strategy (2010).  This project explores and demonstrates methods for implementing safer 
speed environments in rural areas, including how best to communicate the new environment to road users.  While 
setting correct and appropriate speeds is important, it is also acknowledged that the road environment and 
community understanding must support the desired outcomes. Therefore, a wider palette of design elements is 
important to reinforce the behaviour that is expected on various road types. 
The process deployed included involvement of road users, stakeholders and the community in order to better 
understand the existing road environment and desired changes relating to road function and road safety.  The 
project enabled the demonstration and documentation of a process for implementing Self Explaining Rural Roads.  
This included the development of a Design Principles Philosophy Guide. 
This paper outlines the trials that the team developed and the implemented changes to the road environment 
providing a safe system that is credible and predictable for road users through self-explaining rural roads.  This is 
summarised in the draft Design Principles Philosophy Guide. 

 

Email completed abstract form to glenda@hardingconsultants.co.nz 
One abstract per email please 


