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Presentation title: 
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Overview of presentation (300 word maximum) 
Include details of topic scope, key findings, and any issues for discussion or further investigation 
Cycling and public transport are often considered to be two distinct transport modes. Bicycle use is popular for 
short trips in urban environments due to the accessibility that cycling offers as a personalised transport mode. 
However, with an increase in distance public transport becomes more attractive due to its higher speed and 
capacity. The issue with considering both cycling and public transport as distinct transport modes is that their 
effectiveness is constrained by the very things that enable their success. Evidence from the Netherlands suggests 
that instead of being considered as individual transport modes, cycling and public transport should instead be 
considered as individual parts of a singular system due to the complementary nature of cycling and train based 
public transport. In this system, public transport can be seen as a means to significantly increase the speed and 
spatial reach of cycling whilst cycling can significantly increase the accessibility and efficiency of public transport.  
 
Through undertaking a series of case-studies (Amsterdam, Auckland and Wellington) this paper investigates how 
this system, termed the bike-train system, can be implemented in the New Zealand context to provide a viable 
alternative to private car use for longer trips in urban areas. Although the case-studies selected are from different 
geographical and cultural contexts they share similarities in urban composition and have similar commuting 
patterns, with people travelling in from outlying areas for work and education.  Despite these similarities there are 
significant variations in bicycle and public transport use. 
 
The findings from these case-studies identified that the implementation of the bike train-system can be associated 
with the following benefits: a significant increase in the size of train station catchments resulting in increased 
network efficiency, an increase in the accessibility of train based public transport and an increase in bicycle use 
and the normalisation of cycling as part of a transport journey.             
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